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Social Work and Social Policy

Please answer the following four questions in English or Chinese.

L.

“The development of social work is currently being contested as the profession
moves from its modernist project under the auspices of the welfare state to
responding to identity-based theories, including post-modernism and
post-structuralism and the challenges of indigenous perspective to social.
development (Grande, 2004). This is especially relevant in the many parts of the
West, where neo-liberalism and globalization have weakened the earlier social
democratic consensus that it was the duty of government to respond to people’s
needs for assistance and security. This has now been replaced by an individualism
that has been configured in de-contextualized spaces void of their social
underpinnings to capture the ideals of personal self-sufficiency and responsibility
for welfare provision....” (Dominelli, 2011: 127)

Please answer the following questions based on the above-mentioned statement.
(25%)

A.
B.

Discuss how neo-liberal globalization impact on social work practice. (10%)
Tell the differences between de-contextualized approach social work and
contextualized approach social work. (15%)

“When thinking about social work practice, it is apparent that it tries to make
sense of human situations- in their social context- by analyzing commonsense
claims and conflicts about them, while encouraging people to reassess and
dlscover different or more nuanced ways of interpreting them. Interpretation is the
core of social work. The rights of custody over children require interpretation of
the law....Interpretation in social work requires the recovery of the meaning or
intention of clients’ actions....”(Gray and Webb, 2009:3)

Please answer the following questions based on the above-mentioned statement.
(25%)

A.
B.

C.

Discuss the authors said that interpretation is the core of social work. (5%)
Explain why interpretation in social work requires the recovery of the meaning or
intention of clients’ actions? (10%) :

Social work interpretations are often based on what? How to 1mpr0ve
interpretation in social work practice? (10%)

3. The United States implemented important welfare reforms and introduced TANF

(Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) to replace the AFDC (Aid to Families
with Dependent Children) program in 1996. Please answer the following questions




related to TANF:
(1) Explain the background and rationale of its establishment. (10%)
- (2) Introduce key characters of this program. (5%)
(3) There has been considerable number of studies evaluating the impacts of this
program in the last decade. Discuss their major findings. (10%)

! 4. Globalization has substantial impact on social policy development in nation states.

However, there are different perspectives on the ways in which social policy is

affected by globalization. Some experts say globalization has a positive effect while

others say the effect of globalization is negative.

(1) Compare major arguments about the effect of globalization on social policy
development. (15%)

(2) Discuss which argument can best explain the relationship of globalization and
social policy development in Taiwan. (10%)
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Tn varions sackier studies focusing on support for the wellare state. attivadinal
differances have been explained by factors linked 1o individual socia) charscteristics of
responderts. This study locuses mainky on how macro-sociclogical variables influence
attitudes towards the public service system in Finland. An attempt is made to
investigate whether differences between municipalities i pub -policy [SERTes,
political climate and the economic situation have effects on ordinary ¢t RS SHpport
for the service system or whether such support is only related to the ndividuak-level
factors, such as sucio-economic pusttion and gender, that are traditionally used in
studies of atfitudes. A focus on atiitudes towards economy measures makes it possible
simultaneoushy to nvestigate the kinds of municipal-level clroumstances that affect the

B e of & retrenchiment of the “service stade’. The anadyses are based on
individual-level data (n = 1.024) and munictpal-level Finpish data, The resalis show

that different indicators of macre-sociological factors do have an impact on people’s
attitndes towards public services. Individuals in municipalities where economic
comdifions are relatively poor, where the level of social and health sxpenditare’is low
1

and, on some issues, where bourgeots parties arc the dominating political bloc, show &
lower level ol support for the wellare services. However, the impact of tax podicies s not
that significant en any of the guestions studied. The interpretation of the s
inciudes a discussion of specific problems associated with this type of apalysis.






